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NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mary Budge
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 2nd FEBRUARY 2026

Present:
Councillor Mary Budge – Chairman
Councillor Richard Randall – Vice Chairman
Councillor Hayley Budge
Councillor David Daniells
Councillor Corinne Dennis
Councillor Laura Fishleigh
Councillor Ralph Hudson
Councillor Steve Sandercock
Councillor Courtney Walters

In attendance
No members of the public were in attendance.  Mrs Lena Batten (clerk).

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and held a minutes silence in memory of Mr Pete Goodchild, a previous Councillor who recently passed away.  

1.      To receive apologies:
To receive apologies - Councillor Adrian Parsons. 

2.      Code of Conduct:
a)      To receive declarations: None. 
b)      To grant dispensations:  None.

[bookmark: _Hlk155346934]3.      Public comments on items on the agenda only: 
No members of the public were in attendance. 

4.       To receive and approve the minutes of the 5th January 2026 full Council Meeting:
It was proposed by Cllr S. Sandercock and seconded by Cllr H. Budge with all in favour that the minutes of the meeting of North Hill Parish Council held on the 5th January 2026 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.   

5.        Any matters arising from the past minutes not on the current agenda:
One Councillor wanted to raise concerns regarding the excessive run off water at Mill Lane causing hazardous driving conditions.  The clerk reported that she had also received a report from one member of the public also raising concern about Mill Lane.  A brief discussion was held and the Chairman read the report received.  
Resolved that the clerk would collate all the information received including photographic evidence and forward this to Highways to request a meeting.  
One Councillor also reported storm damage to the paving slabs in Lynher Close in North Hill.  This was reported to Highways.  

6.        To consider planning applications from Cornwall Council by the date of this meeting:
6.1      PA25/09647 – Unit 1, Moorview, Coads Green, PL15 7LY – Change of use Class E to use Class C3 (residential dwelling house) with various external alterations and additions – It was agreed that there was no plan to change the footprint and North Hill Parish Council had no reason to object.  

7.       Any applications received before the date of this meeting: 
None. 
  
8.       To review correspondence and to agree responses required:
8.1     To note for information a CHIP expression has been submitted for 30mph speed signs at Bathpool:
The clerk stated she had received an email on the 2nd February to confirm that the CHIP application had been received. 
8.2     To consider / resolve purchase of any trees from Arbor Farm who work with The Forest for Cornwall: 
Consideration was given to whether any trees were required.
Resolved that North Hill Parish Council did not want to purchase any trees, the clerk would respond to thank Arbor Farm and confirm no purchases were required. 
8.3     To note for information the clerk has completed a re-declaration of compliance with The Pensions Regulator as requested for a further three years:
This was noted for information. 
8.4     To consider / resolve the CIL find 2026 is now open for applications with any expressions of interest required before the 27th February:
The clerk reported that a brief two hundred and fifty word evidenced based report was initially required to be submitted if it was resolved that an expression of interest was to be forwarded.  Debate took place and it was agreed that the creation of the path to the cemetery met the criteria for application. 
Resolved that the clerk would forward a list of questions to the Chairman in relation to when the cemetery was likely to be needed to open.  The clerk would then submit an application by the 27th February 2026.  
8.5     To consider / resolve a request from one member of The Sunflowers and Choughs Club to fly the Ukrainian flag on the 24th February 2026:
The Chairman read the email request.
Resolved that one Councillor would purchase a Ukrainian Flag and this would be hung at North Hill Village Hall.  
  
9.       TO REVIEW DETAILS FOR NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL CEMETERY: 
9.1     To consider / resolve agreement for the tender advert, dates and initial job specifications for the cemetery path works: 
The tender advert and accompanying job specification was shared.  Consideration was given to the most appropriate places to advertise. 
Resolved that the tender advert would be placed on the Website, facebook and the clerk would also place it on the Parish notice boards.  
One Councillor updated the meeting with regards to the granite posts which were arranged for delivery on Sunday 25th January 2026 but did not arrive.  
Resolved that the clerk would again contact Darley Ford Quarry to obtain an update.  

10.     Approval of the list of payments / receipts for January 2026 and to receive January 2026 bank statement:
10.1    List of payments:
i) £18.00 (PAYE G. Pollard payroll, dd)
ii) £702.92 (Lena Batten, Salary Jan)
iii) £43.64 (room rent)  
iv) £150.07 (Lena Batten, N.I. and tax Jan)    
v) £45.00 (North Hill Village Hall hire)
vi) £43.20 (upgrade of email accounts for Cllrs)
vii) £20.00 (Lena Batten, purchase of M&S voucher)
viii) £58.19 (Viking, ink).             
Resolved that all payments were authorised proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded Cllr  C. Dennis with all in favour.  
The Chairman reported that she had received a email from the hosts of the defibrillator to thank the Parish Council for the annual donation.
10.2    Receipts:  
i) £388.84 (VAT reimbursement)
This was noted for information.
10.3   To receive January 2026 bank statement:
The clerk reported that the bank statement was not yet available and had brought the list of latest transactions. 
Bank statement as of 31st January 2026 £15,554.31. 
Resolved that the bank statement be agreed proposed Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr C. Dennis as correct and the Chairman signed the transactions.  

11.     To review monthly budget reconciliations:
11.1   Budget Sheet attached:
Resolved that the budget sheet was agreed to be an accurate record for January 2026 proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr C. Walters with all in favour.  Cllr R. Randall confirmed that North Hill Parish Council had currently expended 95% of the budget which was over the 83% it should be however VAT would be reimbursed and the Local Maintenance Partnership grant reimbursement was not included.  

12.    To review monthly RAG:
12.1 The Monthly RAG sheet was sent to Councillors for information:
Highways dangerous parking at North Hill Village Hall junction – this could be removed from the RAG as it was no longer causing obstruction.  An expression of Interest had been submitted for speeding signs at Bathpool and the clerk had received confirmation that this had been accepted.
Hedgerows – the clerk updated the RAG to confirm that three of the landowners had not responded to contact from Highways so would be contacted again.  The Highways Steward did not observe any significant obstruction issues however did feel that there was growth that needed to be cut back when compared to already cut sections.  
Water at Port Lane – Highways had confirmed via email on the 20th January that Port Lane would be added to the post April drainage repair programme as a damaged drain line had been identified.  
One Councillor had also reported on the ongoing difficulties at Mill Lane.  The clerk would add this to the RAG.  

Two other matters were briefly discussed although they were not listed on the Agenda due to them being received after distribution.
National Grid – Notice of intended works at Congdon’s Shop Green – Apparatus required replacement – it was agreed that this could proceed as necessary works.
Community transport Services – the clerk had received an email requesting information in relation to any Community Transport Services in the Parish – it was confirmed that nobody was aware of any community transport services in the area to facilitate health appointments.  

13.    Report from Cornwall Council Ward Member Councillor Parsons:
Bathpool
Concerns remain regarding the state of Mill Lane, with issues regarding water run off and the now poor state of the road. When conditions allow Highways will again come out to repair the potholes and areas where the road has lifted. Regarding the ongoing problems with surface water coming down from the road above this does still remain on our drainage nomination list for a scheme. I would suggest the parish council also send Oliver Jones an email highlighting the problem to try and take this forward in 26/27. As we know in recent times of budget cuts it has missed out due to work on the main roads taking priority.
Thankfully, I have been informed the debris stuck under the bridge has finally been removed.
Highways:
In general, the state of the roads and drains isn’t good. Clearly, we’ve had a lot of rain over the past month but that’s no excuse. Unless the council gets back to basics and gets the drainage systems maintained and working properly taking the water away, we will continue to see our roads being washed out and deteriorating extremely badly.
20 MPH Schemes:
I have a meeting later in the week regarding the 20 MPH roll out where I’ll discuss the possibility of extending out of North Hill, along with a slight extension which has been requested out of Coads Green towards Newtown. Along with Downgate and Stoke Climsland where some tweaking is needed.
Coads Green:
I did ask for the yellow lines outside of Coads Green School to be remarked and have been told there is a planned surfacing scheme going ahead in Feb at this location and all the lines will be renewed then.
Plusha:
We had a further meeting last week on Plusha where it has been narrowed down to three schemes. Please find the study information attached.
Full Council:
We had Full Council a fortnight ago with another thin agenda! 
Proposed Parking Charges: 
It was disappointing to hear that Cornwall Council are now proposing to charge people to park on Kit Hill. This at a time when recently they were looking to hive off the town car parks as they said they were too costly to manage! Kit Hill is used all year round by local people and I feel at a time when we should be encouraging people to get out more this goes very much against the ethos of what we should be promoting. All it will do is encourage people to park inappropriately on the lower roads and near to the footpath entrances at Kell Bray, creating issues elsewhere. Kit Hill was gifted to the people of Cornwall in 1985 by the Duke of Cornwall to celebrate the birth of his son, Prince William. The wording used at the time by Cornwall Council and other bodies strongly indicates the intended purpose of the gift:
•	The land was gifted “on behalf of the people of Cornwall”, implying that continued public access and public benefit were core principles.
The country park offers a unique insight into our history and heritage, with views second to none, with access to walking trails, horse trails, wild swimming in the quarry and open public space for all manner of recreation. There has always been a clear and ongoing commitment to free and open public access—something that contributes significantly to the mental and physical wellbeing of our community, from time to time we all need somewhere to get away from it all. Introducing charges to access this land risks undermining these principles. Cost is not always measured purely in monetary terms, and the wider social consequences should not be overlooked. What Cornwall Council is now proposing very much goes against the spirit in which things were intended. For these reasons and many more I am very much opposed to the introduction of car parking charges at Kit Hill!
CIL Funding:
Groups can now apply to the council for between £20,000 and £100,000 towards infrastructure projects helping to connect communities. Funding is available through the council’s Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Fund, supporting community groups, town and parish councils and not-for-profit organisations. This is to support projects that bring communities together. This could mean improving community spaces so more people can enjoy them or creating better links between places so it’s easier to get around and feel connected. For example, adding or upgrading footpaths, and improving local areas for play, learning, and activities. To apply, groups should complete an Expression of Interest by Friday 27 February at www.cornwall.gov.uk/CIL. The strongest proposals will be invited to submit a full application. More than £5.8m has been awarded to 87 projects across Cornwall since the first CIL Fund round launched in 2020. These include accessible paths and walking and cycle routes, as well as improvements to youth centres and schools, football pitches and skate and play parks. Money for the CIL Fund comes from the Community Infrastructure Levy, a charge on developers to help reduce the cumulative impact of development.  
Cornish Language:
The Cornish language has been officially recognised under Part III of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages. Having initially been protected under Part II of the Charter since 2002, the intervening 24 years has seen a resurgence of the use of Kernewek in everyday life. It means Kernewek enjoys the same level of promotion as all the other Celtic languages recognised across the British Isles, including Welsh Manx and Gaelic. The recognition is the culmination of many years of work by Cornwall Council, MPs, community groups and cultural organisations to ensure the language plays a key role in life in Cornwall. The recent launch of consultations on both the Census 2031 and the BBC Charter provide further opportunities to secure greater prominence of the Cornish identity and language within society.

14.    Items for inclusion at the next meeting:
Emergency Planning Procedures.  One Councillor updated the meeting that a contact was required in each village.  

15.    Date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting was confirmed for the 2nd March 2026 at 7.30pm.    

16.    Close of business:  The meeting closed at 8.51pm.  






  





Sign and date Chairman ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

